
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT AND OTHER APPLICABLE FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS,
ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS AND MEETINGS HELD OR SPONSORED BY THE CITY OF BETTENDORF, IOWA, WILL BE ACCESSIBLE
TO INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES.  PERSONS REQUIRING AUXILIARY AIDS AND SERVICES SHOULD CONTACT
BETTENDORF CITY HALL AT (563) 344-4000 FIVE (5) DAYS PRIOR TO THE HEARING OR MEETING TO INFORM OF THEIR
ANTICIPATED ATTENDANCE.  TEXT TELEPHONE (TTY) IS AVAILABLE AT (563) 344-4175.  IN ADDITION, PERSONS USING
TEXT TELEPHONE HAVE THE OPTION OF CALLING VIA THE IOWA COMPASS VOICE/TTY BY DIALING (800) 735-2942.

NOTICE TO THE AUDIENCE.  PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN MATTERS ON THE AGENDA THAT WILL
HAVE SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO NOTE THE DATES, TIMES, AND PLACES.  NO FURTHER
LETTERS OR REMINDERS WILL BE SENT.  OF COURSE, IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT ANY GIVEN MATTER, DO
NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT IN THE CITY HALL ANNEX, 4403 DEVILS GLEN ROAD,
BETTENDORF, IOWA (344-4055).

MEETING NOTICE
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

DECEMBER 11, 2008
5:00 P.M.

PLACE: Bettendorf City Hall Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 1609 State Street

1. Roll Call: Eikenberry _____, Howe _____, McElhiney _____, Stelk _____, Voelliger _____

2. Review of Board Procedures.

3. The Board to review and approve the minutes of the meeting of November 13, 2008.

4. The Board to hold a public hearing on the following items:

a. Case 08-106; 4104 and 4112 Lilienthal Street (R-2) - A request for a variance to
reduce the required front yard setback from 25 feet to 0 feet for a 6-foot high
fence, submitted by Chuck Pekios.

b. Case 08-107; 3898 Valley View Drive (A-2) - A request for a variance to reduce
the required side yard setback from 5 feet to 3 feet to allow for a garage
addition, submitted by George W. Palmer.



The following are minutes of the Bettendorf Board of Adjustment and are a synopsis of
the discussion that took place at this meeting and as such may not include the entirety
of each statement made.  The minutes of each meeting do not become official until
approved at the next board meeting.

MINUTES
BETTENDORF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOVEMBER 13, 2008
5:00 P.M.

Chairman Stelk called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Item 1.  Roll Call

PRESENT: Eikenberry, McElhiney, Stelk, Voelliger
ABSENT: Howe
STAFF: Connors, Fuhrman, Soenksen

Item 2.  Review of Board Procedures.

Item 3. The Board to review and approve the minutes of the meeting of October 9,
2008.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by McElhiney, that the minutes of the
meeting of October 9, 2008 be approved as submitted.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Item 4.  The Board to hold a public hearing on the following item:

a. Case 08-103; 2810 State Street (C-3) - A request for a variance to reduce the
required sign setback from 20 feet to 7 feet, submitted by Animal Emergency
Center of the Quad Cities.

Stelk asked if there was an affidavit of publication.  Soenksen stated that notice of public
hearing had been received.  Notice and affidavit of publication are Annex #2 to these
minutes.

Soenksen reviewed the staff report.  Staff report is Annex #3 to these minutes.  He stated
that Ted James, 2801 State Street, had expressed support for the proposed variance.

There being no one present wishing to speak in favor of or in opposition to the request,
Stelk closed the public hearing.

Voelliger asked what the width of city right-of-way is on 28 ½ Street.  Soenksen
indicated that he is unsure.  Voelliger commented that at some point in the future that
street would need to be improved.  Soenksen explained that one of the main reasons for
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locating the employee parking entrance on 28 ½ Street is the fact that the street is
unimproved and the majority of the traffic would use the 28th Street entrance.

Voelliger stated he would not be opposed to the request as long as the proposed sign
does not infringe on the vision triangle.  Soenksen stated that typically staff makes a final
decision with regard to placement and possible infringement on the vision triangle after
the footings have been poured.

McElhiney asked if staff measures the vision triangle from the curb or from the edge of
the sidewalk.  Soenksen stated that the measurement is made from the edge of the
street.  McElhiney commented that sometimes it is difficult to see a pedestrian when a
sign is located too close to the sidewalk.  Soenksen indicated that the site plan shows
that the sign will be placed parallel to the sidewalk and 7 feet from it, adding that
pedestrian traffic should not be affected by it.

Eikenberry stated that it appears as though the requirements of the vision triangle will
be met, adding that he is in favor of low-profile monument signs.

On motion by Eikenberry, seconded by McElhiney, that the request for a
variance to reduce the required sign setback from 20 feet to 7 feet be
approved in accordance with the Decision and Order.

ALL AYES

Motion carried.

Decision and Order is Annex #4 to these minutes.

There being no further business, it was unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting
at approximately 5:15 p.m.

These minutes and annexes approved                                                             

                                                            
John Soenksen
City Planner



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
City Hall Annex • 4403 Devils Glen Road, Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 • (563) 344-4055

December 11, 2008

Staff Report

Case No. 08-106
Location:  4104 and 4112 Lilienthal Street
Applicant: Charles Pekios
Zoning Designation:  R-2, Single-family Residence District
Request:  Variance to reduce the required front yard setback from 25 feet to 0 feet for a
6-foot high fence.

Background Information and Facts
This request involves the second and third lots west of the intersection of Star View
Drive and Lilienthal Street (see Attachment A – Location Map).  The two lots are
contiguous and under the same ownership.  The applicant would like to place a 6-foot
high fence on the north property line adjacent to Hopewell Avenue (see Attachment B
– Plot Plan).  The applicant cites traffic safety concerns as well as privacy concerns for
these lots because of their proximity to Hopewell Avenue.

Staff Analysis
Both of the lots are “through lots” and therefore the request involves a front yard
setback rather than a rear yard setback.  If the involved lots had not been through lots,
then the request would have involved rear setbacks and the request would have been
allowed.

Lot 59 currently has a home on it, and Lot 60 is vacant.  The proposed fence would
extend 92 feet east of the developed lot.

There are three issues involved in this request:

1. The requested fence is considered in a front yard.  6-foot high fences are not
allowed by ordinance in required front yards.

2. The requested location of the fence is in a utility easement.  Fences are allowed
to be placed within utility easements, but are subject to removal without notice
should any utility need to conduct repairs or replacement of the utility.

3. If allowed, the fence would be on a raised berm.  This will give the fence an even
higher appearance that just 6 feet.  Staff estimates the berm height at 3 feet.

In the past, the Board has been receptive to allowing this type of request on properties
along major/primary streets such as 53rd Avenue and Devils Glen Road.  The
Thoroughfare Plan (See Attachment C) characterizes major streets as wide (100-150



feet) roadways with heavy traffic volumes (7,000 to over 20,000 vehicles per day).  The
proposed fence is adjacent to Hopewell Avenue which is identified as a collector street
or secondary roadway.  Collector streets are expected to have widths of 50-80 feet and
much lower traffic volumes.  The latest traffic count for Hopewell Avenue was taken in
2000 and showed only 180 vehicles per day.  While staff recognizes that this traffic
count has almost certainly increased since 2000, staff also recognizes that traffic on
Hopewell Avenue is well below that of a major thoroughfare.

Staff did not locate any other 6 foot fences along Hopewell Avenue.

Staff cannot cite a hardship as defined by the code to justify granting this request.  The
applicant believes that the proximity of Hopewell Avenue poses a hardship due to safety
and privacy issues.

Respectfully submitted,

John Soenksen
City Planner
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City Hall Annex • 4403 Devils Glen Road, Bettendorf, Iowa 52722 • (563) 344-4055

December 11, 2008

Staff Report

Case No. 08-107
Location:  3898 Valley View Drive
Applicant: George Palmer
Zoning Designation:  A-2, Agricultural Residential
Request:  Variance to reduce the required side yard setback from 5 feet to 3 feet to allow for a
garage addition.

Background Information and Facts
The site is located on the south side of Valley View Drive and to the west of Valley Drive (see
Attachment A – Location Map).  The applicant would like to construct a garage addition which
would reduce the side yard setback to 3 feet (see Attachment B – Plot Plan).

Staff Analysis
This area is typical of a rural residential type setting characterized by larger lots.  The lots on the
south side of Valley View Drive abut a golf course which adds to the rural appearance.  A
review of the plot plan reveals that the home is entirely on the eastern half of the lot.  Most of
the homes in this area are placed in the middle of the lots, allowing for expansion on either side
of the structures.  The reason for this discrepancy on the applicant’s lot is due to a large utility
easement running diagonally across the applicant’s lot (see Attachment C – Easement
Illustration).  This easement effectively makes approximately the western 1/3 of the applicant’s
lot unbuildable as highlighted in yellow on Attachment C.  Adding to the applicant’s problem is
the fact that the easement effectively reduces the frontage width of the lot to less than 50 feet.
The west side of the applicant’s home is already very close to the easement and thus the
applicant’s only option for expansion is to the east.

Most petitioners request a minimum of 12 feet for expansion of a garage.  This is the minimum
necessary to add an additional parking space and allow for installation of a normal single car
door.  The proposed addition is estimated to be 8 feet wide.  This will allow a side yard of 3 feet.
Should the adjacent neighbor ever exercise the option to build up to the minimum 5 yard side
setback, there will still be a separation of 8 feet between the two structures which meets the fire
separation requirement.

Staff Recommendation
Staff is pleased with the minimalist approach the applicant has taken for the garage addition
allowing for proper fire separation to the side yard property line.  Staff feels that the applicant
has demonstrated a legitimate hardship as related to this specific request.

Respectfully submitted,

John Soenksen
City Planner
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